i4               SELECTED QUOTATIONS

are set up as a leaven in the world, nevermore to
cease working until the world is leavened.

MATTHEW ARNOLD.

(In " Gcd and the Bible," concluding chapter.)

THE CHURCH WEIGHED IN THE BALANCE.

THE signs of the times are unmistakable portents.
They have meaning not to the seer alone, but to
the man of average observation. He who runs
may read.

The Church is being weighed in the balance.
Some say it has been weighed and found wanting;
but this is to prejudge. On every hand are plain
evidences that the old dogmatic, authoritative posi-
tion of the Church in the world's work and thought
is no longer tenable- Time was when the Church
was in the van of thought and learning. To-day
she limps painfully in the rear. She no longer
bulks large in the imagination, in the thought and
purpose of the age. It would be unfair to say that
the Church has no influence. She has ; but it is
an influence for which men apologise, and obedi-
ence to which, they readily grant to be prejudice.
The Church's appeal is to sentiment rather than to
intellect; and man's attachment to it is through
loving tenderness for the glory of its history, and
not through passionate devotion to it as a potent
helper in a world of problems.

JOHN BEVAN.

(;Froin article in the Christian. World, May 7, 1908.)